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to do it, they ask pardon from the animal which
they have killed. In Dahomey, where the elephant
is a natural fetish, many purificatory ceremonies
have to be performed when an elephant has been
slain1.

In some places it is considered lucky to be killed
by certain animals, as for instance by leopards in
Dahomey.

There are many reasons why snakes might be
looked upon with a certain kind of awe, and even
kept and worshipped. Poisonous snakes are dreaded,
and may therefore be worshipped, particularly after
they have been (perhaps secretly) deprived of thei*
fangs. Other snakes are useful as domestic animals,
as weather prophets, and may therefore have been
fed, valued, and, after a time, worshipped, taking
that word in that low sense which it often has and
must have among uncivilized people. The idea that
the ghosts of the departed dwell for a time in certain
animals, is very widely prevalent; and considering
the habits of certain snakes, hiding in deserted and
even in inhabited houses, and suddenly appearing,
peering at the inhabitants with their wondering eyes,
we may well understand the superstitious awe with
which they were treated. Again, we know that many
tribes both in modern and ancient times have as-
sumed the name of Snakes (Nagas), whether in order
to assert their autochthonic right to the country in
which they lived, or because, as Diodorus supposes,
the snake had been used as their banner, their
rallying sign, or as we should say their totem or
crest. As the same Diodorus points out, people

1 Waitz, ii. p. 178.